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IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY FACULTY SENATE 

FACULTY SENATE MEETING MINUTES 

SEPTEMBER 11, 2012 – 3:30–5:00 P.M.   

GREAT HALL, MEMORIAL UNION 

 
Present: Amidon, K.; Anderson, C.; Arndt, G.; Baldwin, C.; Beattie, G.; Bhattacharya, J.; 

Bowler, N.; Burke, B.; Butler, A.; Byars, J.; Chaudhuri, S.; Cooper, E.; Cunnally, J.; 

Daniels, T.; Dark, V.; Dell, B.; Essner, J.; Fei, S.; Freeman, S.; Greenlee, H.; Griffiths, P.; 

Han, G.; Harding, C.; Hartzler, B.; Hendrich, S.; Hill, J.; Horwitz, J.; Hostetter, J.; 

Jackman, J.; Janvrin, D.; Jurenka, R.; Keren, N.; Kong, S.C.; Kushkowski, J.; Leigh, P.; 

Loynachan, T.; Manu, A.; Martin, P.; Martin, R.; Matzavinos, T.; Minion, C.; Napolitano, 

R.; Nelson, S.; Niemi, J.; Olson, J.; Pleasants, J.; Prieto, L.; Russell, D.; Sapp, T.; Schaefer, 

V.; Schalinske, K.; Smiley-Oyen, A.; Stalder, K.; Stevenson, G.; Sturm, J.; Thompson, L.; 

Tuckness, A.; Wallace, R.; Ware, W.; Williams, C.; Zarecor, K.; Zhao, Y.; Zhu, D. 

 

Absent: Agarwal, S.; Chimenti, D.; Dahlstrom, M.; Eisman, A.; Hochstetler, A.; Martin, 

M.; McQueeney, R. 

 

Substitutes: D. Loy for Dekker, J.; T. Chacko for Herrmann, P.; C. Schwab for Hoff, S.; 

M. Soupir for Koziel, J.; T. Roe for Kuo, M.; Y. Lee for Strohbehn, C.; S. Bradbury for 

Taylor, G.; B. Mennecke for Townsend, T. 

 

Guests: Wickert, J. (Provost); Holger, D. (Associate Provost); Bratsch-Prince, D. 

(Associate Provost); Rosacker, E. (University Relations); Rippke, S. (Parliamentarian); 

Furfaro, H. (Ames Trib) 

 

I. Call to Order  

 

President Hendrich called the meeting to order at 3:333 PM and seated the substitute 

senators. 

 

II. Consent Agenda 

 A. Minutes of Faculty Senate May 1, 2012 - [S11/M/10] 

 B. Agenda for September 11, 2012– [S12/A/1]  

 C. Calendar – [S12/C/1] 

 

 Moved by Senator Prieto. Seconded by Past President Freeman. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

III.   Announcements and Remarks 

A. Faculty Senate President  

  a. Summer Item: Renaming of the Roy J. Carver Department of BBMB 

  

 President Hendrich reported that over the summer the Roy J. Carver Foundation 

paid $7.5 million to renamed the Department of Biochemistry, Biophysics, and 
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Molecular Biology (BBMB) to the Roy J. Carver Department of BBMB. She 

observed that there was some controversy. Since the move happened over the 

summer, there was no opportunity for the affected faculty to meet or vote their 

assent of the proposal. She added that faculty do not have a role of formally 

approving such changes. The donor wanted to move expeditiously, so that the 

name change could be approved at the June Board of Regents meeting. 

 

 Senator Pleasants expressed concern that the lack of faculty vote stood in tension 

with Section 2.8 of the Faculty Handbook. He observed that while such 

“branding” is unusual, it is not unknown. He expressed dismay that stationery and 

other changes already reflect this measure, so it is not possible to “unring this 

bell.” He exhorted the Faculty Senate to think carefully about where selling of 

naming rights ends. 

 

 Senator Amidon echoed Senator Pleasants’s concern that the Faculty Handbook 

procedure was not followed. Senator Amidon asked what the Roy J. Carver 

Foundation wants in return for the naming rights. Further, he expressed 

uncertainty about the analogue for naming a department. Is it like an endowed 

chair? Or is it like naming rights to a stadium? 

 

 President Hendrich replied that the ISU Foundation has criteria that they apply to 

the different magnitudes of donations. 

 

 Past President Freeman observed that the Faculty Handbook was not violated. 

Faculty have control over the names of academic programs, but in this case the 

affected academic programs’ names were not changed, only the department that 

houses them. He added that this situation does expose a “loophole” in the Faculty 

Handbook procedures. He announced that the Governance Council has been 

directed to examine this situation and recommend clarifications of the procedures. 

He added that because the Board of Regents approved the name change in June, it 

would not be possible to undo the change. President Hendrich added that the 

Faculty Senate should expect a proposal from the Governance Council later this 

year.  

 

    b.  Report from the Committee to Review the EVPP Office 

 

 The past Past President Micheal Owen chaired the review of the Office formerly 

known as the EVPP Office. The committee’s report is available on the Faculty 

Senate website for review. It has been forwarded to ISU President Leath, and 

Senior Vice President and Provost Wickert has had opportunity to read the report.  

 

 c. Upcoming Reviews of Other Offices of Central Administration 

 

 The policy is to review the offices of Central Administration every five years. The 

Faculty Senate has fallen behind on this schedule. President Hendrich will 
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populate committees this year to review the Office of the Vice President of 

Student Affairs and Business & Finance. 

 

 d. Report from Provost’s Office on Post-Tenure Review 

 

 President Hendrich reported that the Provost’s Office observed some 

inconsistencies with respect to terminology used in post-tenure reviews. The 

Faculty Development and Academic Relations Committee (FDAR) is discussing 

revising policy in order to bring annual reviews into alignment with post-tenure 

reviews. 

 

 e. Clarification of Faculty Senate President’s Activities 

 

 President Hendrich represents the ISU faculty on a number of committees. These 

include: the President’s Council; P&S Council; the Board of Regents meetings; 

the Library Advisory Committee; the CELT Advisory Committee; UBAC; and 

PBAC. She will also speak on behalf of the faculty at ISU President Leath’s 

Installation ceremony. She reported from the President’s Council that ISU 

President Leath is in the process of establishing task forces to develop ways to 

enhance ISU’s status as an Association of American Universities (AAU) member. 

She added that the Faculty Senate Executive Board decided that the Faculty 

Senate President would be the best choice to represent the Faculty Senate on the 

University and Provost’s Budget Advisory Committees. 

 

 President Hendrich added that she would like to communicate better the activities 

of the Faculty Senate to the faculty. To that end, she is requesting that committees 

and councils make their minutes available for posting on the Senate website. 

 

 President Hendrich directed Senators to complete a survey about topics that they 

would like the Senate to prioritize this academic year. She would announce the 

results at the next meeting. 

    

 B.  Faculty Senate President-Elect 

   

 President-Elect Dark echoed President Hendrich’s goal of improving the visibility 

of Senate activities. She observed that some committees do not have recent 

minutes on the Faculty Senate website, giving rise to the appearance of inactivity 

since 2002. 

 

 Senator Jackman asked for a well-defined procedure for committees to take 

minutes and submit for posting. Senator Smiley-Oyen asked how frequently 

minutes should be submitted. President-Elect Dark expressed the hope that each 

meeting’s minutes would be submitted shortly after they are approved by their 

respective committees and councils. Chairs should ensure that the documents are 

submitted to Ms. Angstrom. 
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 C.  Provost  
 

 Provost Wickert reported that the transition from Provost Hoffman to Provost 

Wickert went well. Since assuming the role of Provost on July 31, he has had the 

opportunity to meet with a variety of student and faculty groups. He announced 

that he intends to meet with every academic department to get a “boots on the 

ground” perspective on how departments operate. He has already visited the 

Department of Horticulture. 

 

 Provost Wickert announced that he had met with provosts from the other AAU 

universities, and found that they face similar challenges. 

 

 ISU’s official enrollment number is 31,040. The percentage of students who are 

Iowa residents has risen to 61%. He observed that there had been some “hiccups” 

with classroom scheduling and classroom space. He was pleased to report that 

ISU hired 84 new tenure-track and tenured faculty, but lost only 34 to resignation 

or retirement. 

 

 In response to the Report from the Committee to Review the EVPP’s Office, 

Provost Wickert observed that there is much food for thought. He sees the 

Provost’s Office as providing services both to colleges and to the ISU President. 

He will aim to be open for communication, and will work to be efficient and “turn 

things around quicker.” 

 

 With respect to the renaming of the Department of BBMB, Provost Wickert 

expressed gratitude for the generous gift from the Roy J. Carver Foundation. He 

observed that the Foundation is known for its philanthropic support, and that it is 

normal for programs to be named, like the Henry B. Tippie College of Business at 

the University of Iowa, or the Dwight Look College of Engineering at Texas 

A&M University. He expressed hope that there will be more such funding 

opportunities in the future. He added that this renaming does not change the 

academic mission of the department. He acknowledged that there need to be 

conversations about procedures moving forward, striking a balance with the needs 

of faculty, administrators, the ISU Foundation, and the donor, including the 

donor’s expectation of confidentiality. 

 

 He announced that new budget numbers would be made available at the Board of 

Regent’s meeting on Wednesday. The Provost’s Budget Advisory Committee 

(PBAC) would be larger than the newly organized UBAC, and Provost Wickert 

expects that there will be greater transparency. His vision is for the PBAC 

discussion and materials to be made available for public discussion. 

 

 Provost Wickert reported that ISU President Leath’s initiative on institutional 

excellence aims to strengthen ISU’s status as an AAU institution. ISU President 

Leath will create five task forces: making ISU faculty more competitive with 

respect to multi-million dollar federal research funding; increasing ISU faculty 
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membership in national academies; examining the impact of articles, scholarly 

work, and citations; increasing arts and humanities awards, fellowships, and 

memberships; and increasing doctoral degrees and doctoral appointments. The 

planning for these tasks forces is in its earliest stages. 

 

 Senator Zarecor asked about a case in the College of Design where the Provost’s 

Office intervened in the process of negotiating a faculty member’s position 

responsibility statement (PRS). The department chair was directed by the 

Provost’s Office to rewrite the PRS to bring it into conformity with university 

templates. She expressed concern that this was contrary to Faculty Handbook 

policy, whereby PRSs are to be negotiated between the faculty and his or her 

chair. She asked whether there were “university templates” for PRSs, and 

wondered whether such templates would fail to accommodate the differences 

between academic programs. Provost Wickert was uncertain of the details of the 

case Senator Zarecor described, including the existence of any university 

templates, and proposed to discuss it after the meeting. 

 

IV. Unfinished Business 

A. Wind Energy Science, Engineering and Policy Ph.D. – [S11-37] 

 

 Motion passed unanimously. 

 

V. New Business 
 

 No new business. 

  

VI. Good of the Order 

 

Past President Freeman called Sentors’ attention to the new format of the Faculty 

Handbook as an indexed and linked PDF rather than a collection of hundreds of HTMLs. 

He asked the Senate to recognize Ms. Angstrom for her hard work in making this happen. 

 

Senator Smiley-Oyen announced that the e-mail service for academic issues was not 

working earlier, but is now working again. 

 

VII. Adjournment  

 

The meeting adjourned at 4:23 PM. 

 

NEXT MEETING, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2012, 3:30-5:00 P.M., GREAT HALL, MU 

 

Respectfully submitted September 17, 2012,  

Annemarie Butler 

Faculty Senate Secretary  

 


