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IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY FACULTY SENATE 

FACULTY SENATE MEETING MINUTES 

MARCH 20, 2018–3:30–5:00 P.M. 

SUN ROOM, MEMORIAL UNION 

 

 

Present: Anderson, M.; Andreasen, C.; Beitz, D.; Beresnev, I.; Bigelow, T.; Borich, T.; Boyles, 

J.; Braun, S.; Brown, J.; Burke, B.; Butler, A.; Cantor, D.; Carr, C.; Cornick, N; Day, T.; 

Dekkers, J.; Delate, K.; Dollisso, A.; Ekkekakis, P.; Faber, C.; Freeman, S.; Gassmann, A.; 

Gudmunson, C.; Hanson, V.; Hartzler, B.; Johnson, D.; Kimber, M.; Krier, D.; Looney, M.; 

Lutz, R.; Marcketti, S.; Martin, P.; Martin, R.; Meissner, C.; Monroe, J.; Montabon, F.; Muench, 

J.; Niemi, J.; O’Connor, A.; Padgett-Walsh, C.; Pellack, L.; Perkins, J.; Peterson, D.; Rajan, H.; 

Rosa, J.; Royston, N.; Russell, D.; Ryan, S.; Schalinske, K.; Schneider, I.; Schwab, C.; Seeger, 

C.; Sponseller, B.; Sturges, L.; Tener, J.; Wallace, R.; Westgate, M.; Winer, E.; Yin, Y.; 

Zaffarano, B.; Zarecor, K.; Zimmerman, J. 

 

Absent:  Al Shihabi, D.; Armstrong, P.;  Bain, C.; Chilcott, T.; Cliber, J.; Cochran, E.; Evans, J.; 

Friedel, J.; Herrnstadt, S.; Kreider, B.; Luecke, G.; Munkvold, G.; Ockey, G.; Roe, K.; Sturm, J.; 

Wheeler, A.; Williams, C.; Winter, A. 

 

Substitutes: M. Bootsma for Dilla, W.; C. Campbell for Fiore, A.M.; M. Shelley for Waggoner, 

K. 

 

Guests:  Wickert, J. (SVPP); VanDerZanden, A.M. (Assoc. Prov); Rosacker, E. (University 

Relations); McNicholl, T. (Parliamentarian); Bell, J. (P&S Council); Belding, M. (GPSS); 

Masteller, K. (SG); Clingan-Fischer, D. (Ombudsperson). 

 

 

I. Call to Order  

 A. Seating of Substitute Senators 

 President Day called the meeting to order at 3:32 p.m. and seated the substitute senators. 

 

II. Consent Agenda 

 A. Minutes of Faculty Senate Meeting – February 13, 2018 - [S17/M/5] 

 B. Agenda for March 20, 2018 - [S17/A/6] 

 C. Docket Calendar – [S17/C/6] 

 Senator Schalinske moved to accept the consent agenda. Senator Johnson seconded. The 

motion passed without dissension.   

 

III. Special Order: Faculty Senate Athletic Council Election 

 Erin Wilgenbush spoke on behalf of her candidacy. She was elected unanimously.  
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IV. Special Order: Tim Day, Faculty Athletic Representative Report 

 President Day said that the GPA of student athletes (3.10 for approximately 400 students) 

is slightly higher than that of the undergraduate student body (3.03 for approximately 

29,000 students) for the fourth continuous semester. The federal graduation rate of 

student athletes in the 2017 cohort is 73% compared to 74% for all students; and for the 

2016 cohort, student athletes’ rate is 75% compared to 71% for all students. He added 

that the federal graduation rate for minority students is roughly equal to the rate for all 

ISU minority students. 

 

 President Day lauded the successes of Jhoanmy Luque, who has been a ten-time all-

American long-jumper and a Big 12 champion 5 times. She holds the all-time record in 

Venezuela for the outdoor long jump. She has also been very successful academically, 

having already earned a degree in marketing and set to graduate in May with another 

degree in international business. 

 

 President Day noted that Athletics provides more than $7 million in tuition for student 

athletes, as well as overall $7 million in fee-for-service payments. Athletics also pays 

nearly $7 million for walk-on athletes and partial aid for student athletes. Athletics also 

committed $3.3 million for renovating the entryway to Reiman Gardens. This totals over 

$24 million contributed by Athletics to ISU. 

 

Additionally, Athletics is working with Financial Aid to provide degree-completion 

grants (worth a few thousand dollars) for ISU students who are not athletes who are close 

to graduating and would not be able to afford their last classes. Athletics is contributing 

$1 million for this endeavor. 

 

V. Announcements and Remarks  

 A. Faculty Senate President  

 President Day said that a draft Authorship Policy has been posted to the Policy Library 

website for review and public comment. 

 

 President Day announced that a new edition of the Faculty Handbook was recently 

published (in addition to the new edition in January) to incorporate changes to the major 

sanction process approved by FS in the January meeting. 

 

 President Day yielded the floor to Senator Wallace for some announcements. 

 

 Senator Wallace said regents will be visiting campus in April: President Richards and 

President Pro Tem Cownie on April 10; Regent Dunkel on April 13; and Regent Boettger 

on April 17. He asked for volunteers to have regents shadow faculty work in labs, 

classrooms, or other work settings. He also sought volunteers to have lunch with the 

visiting regents. 

 

 Senator Wallace also solicited volunteers to serve as marshals at commencement on May 

5. Training would take place on May 3. 
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 B. Faculty Senate President-Elect 

 President-Elect Martin announced the April 4 faculty conference. He asked senators to 

encourage their colleagues to attend. 

 

 He also announced another conference series: on March 26 (MU Cardinal Room), 

“Including our Neighbors in the Land Grant Mission” and on March 27 (Pearson 3112), 

“Research with Tribal Communities: A How-To for Administrators, Researchers and 

Faculty.” 

 

 C. Senior Vice President and Provost 

 Budget 

 The state legislature agreed to cut $35.5 million to the state budget, with about $11 

million cut from BOR enterprise. We do not yet know the specific cut to ISU; that will be 

decided by BOR. BOR has indicated that they will exempt UNI from cuts, because of the 

number of Iowa resident students served by UNI. The overall cuts are lower than $50 

million originally proposed by the senate. Nevertheless, the cuts come at a bad time, so 

late in the year. 

 

 There has been no indication of whether these are permanent cuts, to be included in the 

FY19 budget. ISU has made the case that they should not be made permanent and that 

ISU serves 1700 more Iowans than UI and 9000 more than UNI. 

 

 BOR Meeting 

 ISU has submitted a tuition proposal to BOR, to be heard at the April meeting. The 

proposal includes base increases and differential tuition rates. The Executive MBA 

program is also incorporated into the tuition proposal. 

 

 Searches 

 The position of Dean of Veterinary Medicine will not be filled, but the search will 

continue. Provost Wickert expects interviews to begin in September. 

 

 The search committee for CALS dean will hold two listening sessions next week. There 

will be a webcast for external stakeholders, extension professionals, and other interested 

groups. 

 

 The interviews for VP of Extension and Outreach have concluded. The search committee 

issued a recommendation to Provost Wickert. A decision will be reached soon. 

 

 Title IX Training 

 Provost Wickert reminded faculty to complete Title IX training. He thought the revised 

training course was well done and informative. 
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 Faculty Accomplishments 

 Some faculty have been working to make textbooks more affordable. For example 

Professor Jo Mackiewicz and Jenny Aune in English saved students enrolled in ENGL 

302 $179,000 total by adopting electronic textbook materials. Associate Professor Sekar 

Raju saved each of his 780 students in MARK 380 $200. CELT is developing an 

initiative for faculty who want to move to OER. 

 

 To date, four ISU faculty have received prestigious NSF CAREER awards. 

 

 D. Other (P&S Council; SG; GPSS) 

 P&S Council: Ms. Bell said that P&S Council is working on classification and 

compensation review and providing feedback on the Authorship policy. She encouraged 

senators to nominate staff for CYtation awards. She announced that Stacy Renfro will 

become president next year, and Amy Ward has been elected president-elect. 

 

 SG: Ms. Masteller continues to collect opinions on student evaluations of teaching. SG 

has been lobbying for a medical amnesty bill in the Iowa legislature and was pleased with 

the OER bill recently passed. She said that SG has been successfully promoting a 

program entitle, “You Don’t Know This about Me, but…” to discuss experiences related 

to diversity. There will be a town hall on Thursday for students to talk with 

administrators. Five SG executives will be headed to Washington, D.C. to meet with 

student government representatives from other Big 12 schools and the Iowa delegation 

and staff. They plan to discuss the Higher Education Act and protection of federal 

financial aid dollars. She added that Julian Nelly and Juan Bibiloni were elected as SG 

officers. 

 

 GPSS: Mr. Belding said that GPSS is offering a series of wellness events the week of 

April 9. He asked senators to encourage their students to participate. He also mentioned 

the GPSS Research Conference. 

 

VI. Unfinished Business 

 A. Resolution on Climate Change [S17-14] – Ryan 

 No discussion. The motion passed without dissension. 

 

VII. New Business 

 A. B.S. in Cyber Security [S17-15] – Bigelow 

 Senator Tener said that his son, who works in industry, said that there is significant need 

for this kind of degree and training. He offered to discuss the proposal further.  

 

 No other comments. 

 

 B. Illustration Minor [S17-16] – Bigelow 

 No comments. 
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 C. Actuarial Science Certificate [S17-17] – Bigelow 

 No comments. 

 

 E. (sic) FH 7.2.5.1.4 Interim Action [S17-18] – Faber 

 No comments. 

 

 F. FH 2.9.1 Days [S17-19] – Faber 

 No comments. 

 

 H. NTE Reform – FH Chapters 3 and 5 [S17-20] - Day 

 President Day invited senators to make comments or raise questions. He asked senators to 

submit amendments in advance of the next FS meeting, so that they could be discussed 

by EB and distributed with the agenda. 

 

 Senator Beresnev repeated his concern that the proposal dilutes the meaning of the title 

“Professor,” by creating two paths to attaining the title. On the long path, people attain 

the title by an international search, securing competitive funding, meeting rigorous 

scholarship standards, and peer review. The short path does not have any of this. 

 

 Senator Beresnev also expressed concern about political attacks and threats to tenure. The 

current FH language is clear, distinguishing between NTE and TT faculty. The current 

proposal blurs that distinction, making the anti-tenure argument stronger. 

 

 Senator Bootsma said that he is an NTE faculty member. He expressed concern about 

people who do not have terminal degrees being given the title of “professor” in the 

professor of practice track. He asked, “Why did I spend time in grad school?” 

 

 Senator Bootsma also asked who he would be compared to for promotion. Would he get 

credit for investments in his career? He raised a similar point about the teaching professor 

track. People who have just a master’s degree will find it more difficult to compete. 

 

 Senator Ryan said that Engineering would find it difficult to distinguish teaching 

professors from professors of practice. She recommended having just a professor of 

practice, without assistant or associate ranks. This would prevent there being two job 

titles with similar job descriptions. She expressed concern that the two titles would be 

confusing and could lead to inequities. 

 

 In support of eliminating the lower ranks, Senator Ryan pointed out that it is not clear 

what someone on the professor of practice track would have to do for promotion. 

Research professors do more and better research; teaching professors excel at teaching. If 

people on the professor of practice are promoted on teaching alone, how are they 

improving with respect to practice? 

 

 Senator Peterson said that his research specialty is voter research. He pointed out that a 

change in ISU policy about titles will not affect legislators’ views on tenure. Legislators 
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who are opposed to tenure do so for broader ideological reasons rather than how a 

particular university operates. 

 

 Senator Rosa provided a cautionary tale about alternate paths to professorship. At another 

institution, visiting executives were permitted to teach a course, even executives who 

would sneer at tenure-track faculty. Then the university adopted professor of practice 

titles. In exchange for a large gift to that university, the sneering executive was awarded a 

professor title. Senator Rosa thought this was unjust and amounted to selling the title. He 

said that ISU should not put titles up for sale. It is embarrassing for the faculty. 

 

 Senator Krier asked what title would be assigned to people without terminal degrees in 

their field but who are currently teaching as lecturers. President Day said that an 

implementation plan would need to be created once the policy is approved. Senator Krier 

said that this implies that everyone who teaches but is not a graduate student will have 

some teaching professor title, including those who lack terminal degrees in their area. 

Senator Krier said that tenure has been an anchor for academic freedom for a long time. 

If we grant professor titles to people who are not socialized and professional anchored in 

a discipline, we weaken what academic freedom can be. Senator Krier said that he thinks 

that academic freedom will be very important in the future, and we need tenure to protect 

it. 

 

 Senator Freeman pointed out that FS passed a policy last April requiring departments to 

specify minimum qualifications to be a faculty member. That determination is set by 

departments and codified in departmental governance documents. This implies that 

departments determine the minimum qualifications for term faculty. 

 

 Senator Monroe recommended addressing concerns about people who do not have 

terminal degrees by adopting the nomenclature at University of Iowa. They retain the title 

of lecturer as an intermediate between professors of teaching and those who are hired on 

a casual basis. Lecturer is the initial title. Faculty who do not have a terminal degree in 

their area (e.g. a person with a Master’s in linguistics teaching composition) would be 

appointed as lecturers. If such a faculty member continues to do so for five years, he or 

she could become an assistant teaching professor. This proposal would give more 

meaning to the title and it would coincide with the terminology at UI, so there wouldn’t 

be disparity between the two schools. 

 

 Senator Niemi expressed similar concern about faculty who do not have a terminal 

degree but can teaching Introduction to Statistics. 

 

 Senator Niemi expressed concern about the research professor changes. The Center for 

Survey Statistics and Methodology and the Center for Statistics and Applications in 

Forensic Evidence both hire research professors to support their mission. Senator Niemi 

expressed gratitude that the proposal does not eliminate the position completely. But he 

did express concern about the requirement that for the long-term, research professors 

must receive at least two months of salary from grants on which the research professor is 
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PI. Senator Niemi said that many of the research professors in Statistics do 

interdisciplinary work and may not be PI. But 100% of their funding comes from 

collaborative grants. Wouldn’t that satisfy the goal of independent funding? 

 

 President Day replied that the other goal of the requirement is to distinguish research 

professors from post-docs. Senator Niemi replied that he appreciated that point, but still 

thought that research professors should not be required to be PIs. 

 

 Senator Bigelow said that in Engineering, faculty thought that two months worth of 

salary was overly ambitious and disproportional to the expectations for tenure track 

faculty. In requiring research professors to become independent and make valuable 

contributions to research projects, we also need to ensure that they are successful, 

blossom, and grow into leaders in their fields. We need to trust that our colleagues and 

peers will evaluate faculty fairly for promotion and advancement. 

 

 Senator Tener pushed back against the concern about diluting the meaning of 

“professor.” He pointed that this proposal would not eliminate differences between tenure 

track and term faculty: contracts, the manner of selection, pay, activities included in the 

PRS. He said that some students have called him “professor.” Should they be corrected?  

 

VIII. Good of the Order 

Senator Montabon noted that the acoustics in the Sun Room are superior to those of the 

Great Hall and recommended that future FS meetings be scheduled in the Sun Room. 

 

IX. Adjournment 

 The meeting adjourned at 4:59 p.m. 

 

 

NEXT MEETING TUESDAY, APRIL 3, 2018 – 3:30-5:00 P.M., GREAT HALL, MU 

 

Respectfully submitted March 29, 2018, 

 

Annemarie Butler 

Faculty Senate Secretary 

 

 

P.S. Many thanks to Past President Sturm for serving as interim secretary at February’s FS 

meeting. 


